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When does school start?   

The elementary day begins promptly at 7:40 AM. Students can enter the building as early as 
7:00 a.m.  Breakfast will be served from 7:00-7:40 for elementary students.  Students entering 
the building between 7:00-7:20 will report to the café and then be dismissed to 
classrooms.  Students entering the building after 7:20 will go to the café for breakfast or 
directly to their classroom.  As students finish breakfast, they will be dismissed to their 
classroom. Students must be in their classrooms by 7:40 to avoid a tardy.   For future reference, 
the first bell for middle/high schoolers rings at 8:10 AM, and the tardy bell rings at 8:20 AM. 
 

When does the school day end? 

The elementary day ends at 2:25 PM.  The middle/high day ends at 3:10 PM.  

 

What if my child is tardy? 

If your child arrives at school after 7:40 AM, parents/guardians need to escort their student to 

the office for a tardy slip.  Students who are tardy two or more times are considered truant.  

After being truant three or more times, a student is considered habitually truant, and the 

attendance problem may be addressed through the court system. 

 

How many times may I write an excuse note for my child? 

You may write an excuse note for up to six days of valid absences.  Valid absences are for 

sickness, a death in the family or other family emergency, authorized religious holidays, or 

other absences approved in advance by the principal.   

 

Where should my student take an excuse note after an absence? 

Students may take excuses to the front office or to their teacher. 

 

What happens if my child is absent after I have already written notes for six days? 

After six days of absence, students must either (a) have an excuse note from a doctor or (b) 

advance approval from the principal for an absence to be excused. 
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How do I find out about two hour delays or snow days? 

You will receive a phone call from the district, and the information will also appear on local 

media.  If you are watching the news for closing information, remember that Berea 

Independent Schools are sometimes in session when Madison County is not (and vice versa).  

Our goal is make the call for school closure or a two hour delay by 5:45, but school 

administrators will err on the side of caution. 

 

What happens if there is a two hour delay? 

First, be sure to listen for calls in case the two hour delay is extended to a closure.  That 

decision will be made by 7:15 AM.   On delay days, the elementary school day will be begin at 

9:40, and the middle/high day will begin at 10:20.  School will end at the regular time.  On delay 

days, there will be no breakfast or morning preschool.   

 

How do I find out about regularly scheduled holidays or other “No School” days? 

You will receive a district calendar in your beginning of the year paperwork.  You can also access 

this calendar by going to our website.  Go to www.berea.kyschools.us.  Choose “Board of 

Education” on the top row of the home page.  Then choose District Calendar.    
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